
 

 

Legal Assistance Department, Region Legal Service Office Western Pacific  

Yokosuka Office: YokosukaLegalAssistance@fe.navy.mil 

Sasebo Branch:  SaseboLegalAssistance@fe.navy.mil 

http://www.jag.navy.mil/legal_services/rlso/rlso_japan.htm 

Preventative Law Series 

E x p e d i t i o u s  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  f o r   

S p o u s e s  o f  U . S .  C i t i z e n   

E m p l o y e d  A b r o a d  

 

Last revised:  1 April 2021 page 1 of 4 

Naturalization - 3 

If you are a spouse of a U.S. citizen employed overseas, you may be naturalized under 

expeditious naturalization process per Section 319(b) of Immigration Naturalization Act (INA). 

A spouse eligible for expeditious naturalization is not required to satisfy the normal three-year 

residency requirements generally applicable to spouses of U.S. citizens.   
 

Qualifications 
 

To be eligible for expeditious naturalization, the following conditions must be met: 
 

 You are a lawful permanent resident (green card holder) or a conditional permanent 

resident (conditional green card holder).  If you just became a resident and have not 

received your green card yet, an annotation on your passport indicating your status as a 

permanent resident is sufficient.  See additional requirements for a conditional 

permanent residents on page 3. 

 Your U.S. citizen spouse is employed either by the following entities or within the 

following positions:  (1) U.S. Government; (2) American institution of research 

recognized as such by the Attorney General; (3) American firm or corporation engaged 

in whole or in part in the development of foreign trade and commerce of the U.S. or a 

subsidiary thereof; (4) public international organization in which the U.S. participates by 

treaty or statute; (5) authorized to perform the ministerial or priestly functions of a 

religious denomination having a bona fide organization within the U.S.; or (6) engaged 

solely as a missionary by a religious denomination or by an interdenominational mission 

organization having a bona fide organization within the U.S. 

 Your U.S. citizen spouse engages in qualifying employment abroad and has at least one 

year remaining on the employment contract at the time of filing of your naturalization 

application. 

 You have a good faith intent to reside abroad with the U.S. citizen spouse upon 

naturalization and to reside in the United States immediately upon the citizen spouse’s 

termination of employment abroad. 

 You travel to the U.S. for the naturalization interview and the oath ceremony.  You may 

request to be interviewed in any state, including Guam. 

 

You must also demonstrate: 

 Good moral character 

 Knowledge of the English language 

 Knowledge of U.S. government and history (civics), and 

 An attachment to the principles of the U.S. Constitution. 
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File Online Form N-400 

https://www.uscis.gov/n-400 

 

Before you start your application, you will be asked to select your basis for eligibility. Please 

select first or second choice depending on your qualification. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents 

Be prepared to upload the following documents to support your application.  Where it says 

original, upload scanned copies of originals and bring originals to your interview. 

 

□ A copy of both sides of your Green Card – If you have not received your green card, a copy 

of your passport indicating your status as a permanent resident is sufficient.        

□ A copy of receipt for I-751 Form (Petition to Remove Condition), if applicable.   

See page 3 for more information for conditional permanent residents. 

□ A copy of your spouse’s military orders or letter of employment– the terms of contract 

must have at least one year remaining at the time of filing, which is the date USCIS accepts 

your application. 

□ Form DD 1278, Certificate of Overseas Assignment to Support Application to File Petition 

for Naturalization” – obtain signature of the Command Pay and Personnel Administrator 

(CPPA) or Human Resource Office (HRO).  

□ A copy of your Marriage Certificate  

□ If applicable, provide Proof of Termination of all Prior Marriages.  For example, a copy of 

your and your spouse’s divorce judgement.  

□ Proof of your Spouse’s U.S. Citizenship – copies of valid U.S. passport, U.S. birth 

certificate, certificate of naturalization, certificate of citizenship, or consular report of birth 

abroad. 

https://www.uscis.gov/n-400
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□ Evidence of Marital Relationship –You must show your marital relationship to your U.S. 

citizen spouse.  This includes, but not limited to, birth certificates for children born to you and 

your spouse, joint bank accounts, joint tax returns, etc. 

□ Any other supporting documents required by the N-400 instruction and checklist. 

□ Fees – A total of $725 as of 1 April 2021 ($640 application fee and $85 biometric fee). Check 

www.uscis.gov/n-400 for the current fees. The biometric fee is required even when finger print 

cards are submitted.  

 

Fee Waiver Request   
Check https://www.uscis.gov/feewaiver for eligibility and other information about a fee waiver.  

Please note that requesting a fee waiver may affect your current immigration status.   

 

Conditional Permanent Residents 

If your conditional resident card will expire in less than 90 days at the time of your naturalization 

interview, you must submit an I-751 petition to remove conditions.  Visit www.uscis.gov/i-751 

for the I-751 form and instruction, and see our Preventative Law Series, “Immigration – Petition 

to Remove Conditions on Residence (I-751).”   

 

If you have already submitted an I-751 petition, you should submit a copy of your receipt notice 

with your N-400 application.    

 

Fingerprint Cards 

A few weeks after you submit your application on-line, you will receive a letter from USCIS 

asking you to mail two properly completed Form FD-258 fingerprint cards and two passport-

style photos.  You may obtain fingerprint cards at the base security office.  Please see page 4 for 

a list of fingerprinting agents on base.  

 

The FD-258 and/or the cover sheet should clearly indicate where the prints were taken abroad.   

 

The masthead of the form must be completed with: 

1. All biographical data of the individual. 

2. Address data of both the person being printed and the person taking the prints. 

3. Applicant’s “A” number in the “OCA” and “Miscellaneous MNU” blocks. 

4. Signatures of the applicant and the person taking the fingerprints. 

5. “N-400 Overseas Natz” in the “Reason Printed” block. 

 

 

The Rest of the Process 

You will receive a notice to appear for an interview.  You must travel to the U.S. (including 

Guam) for the interview.   

 

http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/
https://www.uscis.gov/feewaiver
file:///C:/Users/kazumi.takahara.ja/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0K2SVAXI/www.uscis.gov/i-751
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If the interview is successful, the Oath Ceremony will follow. After taking the Oath of 

Allegiance, you will receive a certificate of naturalization to prove that you are now a U.S. 

citizen. Cameras are allowed and guests are welcome to attend the Oath Ceremony.  

 

To check the status of your case, visit the USCIS website at https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus. 

  

 

Study Material for the Civics Test 

https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/study-test/study-materials-civics-test 

 

 

Base Security Office Locations and Contacts for Form FD-258 Fingerprint Cards 

CFA Yokosuka:  DSN 243-2300, Bldg J196 (the same building as the VRO) 

CFA Sasebo:  DSN 252-3446, Bldg 326 (Security Building) 

Kadena AFB:  DSN 634-1434, Bldg 705, Air Force Security Forces Squadron 

NAF Atsugi – DSN 264-2110, Bldg 22 (Security Building) 

https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/study-test/study-materials-civics-test

